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origin, the son of a swineherd, we arc told, whom
one  of the Earl of Leicester's " servants" found
tending his fathers swine, and discovered to be a lad
of such rare humour that he was brought to Court,
where he soon became a prime favourite.    " Our
Tarleton," says Fuller, " was master of his faculty.
When Queen Elizabeth was serious (I dare not say
sullen) and out of good humour, he could undump-
ish her at his pleasure. Her highest favourites would
in some cases go to Tarleton before they would go
to the Queen, and he was their usher to prepare their
advantageous access to her.    In a word, he told the
Queen more of her faults than most of her chaplains,
and cured her melancholy better than all her phy-
sicians."    Tarleton was one of the twelve players
whom the Queen, when she was visiting Sir Francis
Walsingham at  Barn   Elms,  appointed  " to have
wages and livery as grooms of the chamber," one of
them being Thomas Wilson, famed for his " quick,
delicate, refined, and extemporal wit/1 while Tarleton,
" for a wondrous, plentiful, and extemporal wit, was
the wonder of his time, and so beloved that men
used his  picture  for their signs."    When  not at
Court or on the stage, Tarleton lived at the Sheba,
a tavern in Gracechurch Street kept by his wife,
whose  nagging tongue,  it was said, was a source
of trouble to him.

How well Sidney thought of Tarleton may be
inferred from the fact that in 1582 the courtier stood
godfather to the player's child, who was christened
Philip after him. From his death-bed, two years
after Sidney's death, Tarleton wrote to Walsingham